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ALLOYS IMPORTANT TO THE WAR are more quickly and 
easily tested with the improved G-E X-ray tube of 
the type used for diffraction studies. In this new 
type of tube, a window of beryllium metal replaces 
the glass window through which the X rays are 
transmitted. Though opaque to visible light, this 
metal is many times as ‘‘transparent’’ to certain 
X rays as glass, and helps speed up the exposure as 
much as 15 times. 





A SAVING OF 1000 TONS OF STEEL or more per year, as 
well as many man-hours of work, could be made by 
universal adoption of the standard, direct pole 
mounting for distribution transformers, developed by 
an EEI-NEMA joint committee. Utilities which have 
used this mounting since it was agreed upon two years 
ago have had highly favorable results. Extra safety in 
cases of storm and accident is a particularly notable 
advantage. 


GENERAL (%% ELECTRIC 


TO REGULATE VOLTAGE for small, industrial, three-phase 
loads, G.E. has introduced a new, dry-type induction 
regulator. It has a maximum rating of approximately 
3.5 kva, which is sufficient to provide plus or minus 
10 per cent regulation for a 35-kva load. These 
regulators can be designed also for other ranges. 
Available for hand, motor-operated, or automatic 
control, the new regulator simplifies the correction 
of voltage variation caused by wartime overloads, 
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AIRCRAFT ASSEMBLY 1S STEPPED UP at a Midwestern plant 
by the use of a battery of G-E drying lamps. Engines 
arrive there coated with a rust-preventive oil which 
must be removed before they are mounted. The 
infrared lamps give a rapid heating action which 
softens the coating and simplifies its removal in the 
cleaning room, saving two hours per engine. 


ATTENTION — ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. Conservation 
of America’s power resources—and man power— 
calls for putting new electrical ideas to work through- 
out industry. @ In finding new solutions to electrical 
problems, simple or complex, you can count on the 
co-operation of General Electric. The ideas shown 
here are just a few of many samples, suggesting the 
scope of this G-E service. @ Further information, oF 
the aid of our engineers, is available for any job 
that can help win the war. General Electric Compony, 
Schenectady, N. Y. 


801-24-170 
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NARUC Takes FPC to 


Task on “States Rights’ 


“Larger degree of co-operation” on the part of government agency 
might have avoided controversy in Arkansas rate investigation, 
briet filed by national commissioners body says 


The “states’ rights” controversy be- 
tween the Federal Power Commission 
and the Arkansas Department of Public 
Utilities might have been avoided by 
“a larger degree of co-operation” in 
FPC’s investigation of rate structures 
involved in the Southwest Power Pool. 


NARUC Files Brief 


This assertion was contained in a 
brief filed with FPC by the National 
Association of Railroad and Utilities 
Commissioners as it intervened in the 
case as amicus curiae. NARUC’s inter- 
vention (ELEcTRIcAL Wor.p, February 
27, 1943, page 4), came .after the Ar- 
kansas agency protested that FPC was 
infringing on its jurisdiction in con- 
sidering the rate charged the Defense 
Plant Corp. for electric service at its 
Lake Catherine, Ark., aluminum reduc- 
tion plant by the Arkansas Power & 
Light Co. 

NARUC accompanied its suggestion 
that FPC might have invited the Ar- 
kansas agency into the case before 
calling the hearing, and thus have 
avoided the difference of opinion, with 
the contentions that: 


1. FPC has no jurisdiction over the 
Arkansas Power & Light Co.-Defense 
Plant Corp. rate because it is a con- 
tract in intrastate commerce. 

2. ven if Arkansas Power & Light 
were considered merely to be agent for 
the !en other companies sending power 
into ihe state to meet the Lake Cather- 
ine ‘emand, FPC still would have no 
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jurisdiction, for the sales are not at 
wholesale but to a consumer, thus out 
of FPC jurisdiction despite their inter- 
state character. 


Uphold Arkansas Commission 


NARUC supported the Arkansas 
commission’s entry into the case which 
resulted when questions by FPC coun- 
sel and rulings by the examiner indi- 
cated that FPC planned to go beyond 
the simple question of the reasonable- 
ness of rates charged Arkansas Power 
& Light by the ten other companies in 
the pool. A motion by counsel for the 
Arkansas commission that all evidence 





Flash! 


C. & S. Ends Fight on 
SEC One-Stock Order 


As this issue went to press, announce- 
ment was made by Justin R. Whiting, 
president of Commonwealth & Southern 
Corp., that the holding company would 
undertake a comprehensive capital reor- 
ganization, designed to reduce its out- 
standing securities to a single class of 
common stock. The plan has been filed 
with the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission under Section 11 (e) of the Hold- 
ing Company Act. The company recently 
lost its U.S. Circuit Court appeal from an 
SEC order requiring the corporate reorgan- 
ization under Section 11 (b) (1) of the act. 
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bearing on the aluminum plant rate be 
excluded was denied. 

The NARUC brief further argued 
that FPC has no jurisdiction under sec- 
tion 206 (b) of the Federal Power Act, 
basing its contention on the statement 
that the section only allows FPC to 
determine cost of production and trans- 
mission of energy. The provision does 
not allow FPC to establish a rate based 
on such findings, according to NARUC. 


“Presidential Directive” Slant 


Possibility that the commission is 
attempting to survey the aluminum 
plant rate under terms of the Presi- 
dential directive of last October, re- 
quiring FPC to see to it that federal 
agencies and war contractors get their 
power from the cheapest feasible 
source, also was attacked by the 
NARUC brief. It was pointed out that 
FPC issued its order delineating the 
field of the investigation more than a 
month before the Presidential directive 
was issued. In addition, the brief ob- 
served, the Presidential directive does 
not require FPC to rule on rates already 
established under state law. Finally, 
the brief made it plain that while 
NARUC has no intention of arguing 
with FPC over actions taken upon 
Presidential direction over and above 
the powers granted by the Federal 
Power Act, NARUC asks that it be 
made plain that FPC’s action is based 
not on powers granted by the Congress, 
but “under an asserted war power of 
the President.” 


Standards Speeding 
Output of Meters 


Production of communications and 
other equipment using small panel- 
type electrical indicating instruments 
such as ammeters and _ voltmeters 
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should be speeded up by use of the 
new American war standard for elec- 
trical indicating instruments recently 
completed by the American Standards 
Association. 

The new standard, which was de- 
veloped at the request of WPB, covers 
24 and 34-inch, round, flush-mounting 
panel-type instruments which are 
standard for the armed forces. Lack 
of interchangeability has been a serious 
problem for army and navy supply 
branches. 


Middle West Corp. 
Sells Kansas Unit 


Subject to SEC approval, Middle 
West Corp. has sold its entire holdings, 
consisting of 59,500 shares of common 
stock, of the Kansas Electric Power 
Co. to the Kansas Power & Light Co., 
subsidiary of the North American Co. 
The transaction was one of the major 
steps being taken by Middle West in its 
program for integrating its utility sys- 
tem in compliance with the Holding 
Company Act, according to Purcell 
L. Smith, president. The company had 
previously filed plans for the liquida- 
tion of North West Utilities Co. 

Kansas Electric Power operates in 
18 counties in the eastern part of the 
state and serves Leavenworth, Emporia 
and other cities. Kansas Power & Light 
operates in the central and northeast- 
ern area and serves Topeka and Hutch- 
inson among other cities. Sale price 
involved was about $2,500,000. 

Completion of the two major Middle 
West transactions will leave the hold- 
ing company with approximately 40 
percent of its original holdings com- 
prising stock in Central [linois Pub- 
lic Service Co., Kentucky Utilities Co. 
and the Public Service Co. of Indiana. 


Albuquerque Utility Is 
“Not For Sale” 


That properties of the Albuquerque 
(N.M.) Gas & Electric Co. are not for 
sale was the reply of President Albert 
Prager to recent proposals involving 
municipal operation of the utility. A 
proposed contract in which E. F. Hut- 
ton & Co. would act as negotiator for 
a fixed fee had been made to the 
Albuquerque city council. 

The Hutton proposal was based on 
belief that SEC would order dissolu- 
tion of the Federal Light & Traction 
Co., holding company for the Albu- 
querque utility, dithough no SEC hear- 
ing looking toward that end has been 
set. 
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THIS WEEK'S NEWS BRIEFs 





A FOUR-MAN SALVAGE DRIVE by our 
Chinese-American students of the Fed- 
eral Telephone & Radio Corp’s train- 
ing school resulted in the saving of 
more than 150 half-pound bars of pre- 





cious solder from the rubble of a war 
plant’s floor sweepings. Bing Tung 
Young and Kwong Moy are shown 
stacking the bars. Darn clever, these 
Chinese! 


Brooktyn Epison Co. has filed a 
plan with the Public Service Commis- 
sion to put meter readings and _ bill- 
ings on a bi-monthly basis by May 
1. The plan will affect about 4,500,- 
000 residential and general billings 
per year and result in savings of 
$516,000 a year. Public Service Elec- 
tric & Gas Co. of New Jersey will go 
to the bi-monthly basis soon and New 
York State Electric & Gas Corp. has 
been given permission to take a similar 
step. 


DiIMOUT LIGHTING _ RESTRICTIONS, 
ordered by Lieut.-Gen. John L. De Witt 
throughout the western defense com- 
mand have been upheld as a “limited 
type of martial law” by California’s 
Attorney-General Robert W. Kenney. 
The ruling came after a court had 
charged contributory negligence 
against a motorist complying with the 
dimout rules for motor vehicles, but in 
disregard of the state’s motor vehicle 
laws requiring headlights of consider- 
ably higher intensity. 


Sky MarAupER—Twenty-six 11-kv., 
four 70-kv. and one 110-kv. distribution 
and transmission lines of Pacific Gas 
& Electric were interrupted recently by 
a barrage balloon which broke loose 
from its moorings in the Los Angeles 
area and drifted over the Tehachapi 
Mountains dragging a 4,000-ft. steel 
cable up and down Kern County. Near 
Bakersfield a P.G.&E. service crew got 
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hold of the cable and doubled it around 
a tree, but before a contingent of Army 
trucks and jeeps could reach the scene 
the culprit was again torn loose by 
wind. In due course an Army plane 
machine gunned the vagrant gas lrag tp 
earth in the appropriately named 
Devil’s Den region 75 miles northwest 


of Bakersfield. 


Nitrate Piant No. 2 of the Ten. 
nessee Valley Authority has _ been 
awarded the Army-Navy “E” banner 
for “high achievement in the produc. 
tion of war material.” 












Minor 
U-l hav 
Office of 
tain pro’ 
which 
with the 
cedures. 
the over: 


THE MUNICIPAL COMMERCIAL LIGHT. Seaso 
ING DEPARTMENT at Lincoln, Neb., will ; 
hereafter make a cash contribution _ Proba’ 
to the city in lieu of taxes. The §” the . 
amount will comprise about 5 percent Me?! °" 
of the annual gross revenues. for repa 

by the a 

A $340,000 sTREET LIGHTING coy- §B(VI) w! 


TRACT with the Portland General Elec. Hto be ¢ 
tric Co. has been renewed by the city MBbasis. T 
council for a one-year period. made in 
demands 
up in th 

A mo 


As A PATRIOTIC MOVE in the “victory 
garden” drive, the golf course built for 
employees of the Ilg Electric Ventilat- #4 inc 
ing Co., Chicago, is being plowed up & nm: 
and divided into garden plots for Ig @,,,, prod 
workers. Should be a good place to put- HR). ch 
ter around, The tad 
of mater 
calculati 
maximul 


Ittinois-lowa Power Co. has sub- 
mitted to the city council of Jackson- 
ville, Ill., an agreement under which it 
would sell to the city for $900,000 its HR‘ 1940 
electrical system in Jacksonville and ad- HB P"'0"* 
joining territory. The city has operated put in 


a municipal power system in competi- ie r 

tion with the private utility for about #‘'" 

five years ventory 
cept del 


DuRING THE PAST YEAR Common- 9M previous 
wealth Edison Co.’s service and repair Mirials mi 
department handled 162,000 repair calls HM for” i: 
and items. A total of 69,500 specific HBmove 1! 
electric appliances were repaired in the J@should | 
company shop, according to a recent #MAlso, un 


announcement. plus me 
OWU on 

e 
Grand River Return he 
to State Predicted B°' , 


Governor Kerr of Oklahoma has pre: JBCMP al 
dicted that Oklahoma would seek to BB%ew cert 
have the $20,000,000 Grand River Dam JM that pre 
project in the northeastern section 0 for utili 
the state returned to state management. [Chase or 
A new board of directors for the GRDA Jed wh 
will be appointed under a bill signed by chased j 
Kerr. not, but 
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-1 Revisions 


Ordered 


o Comply with CMP Rules 


Seasonal variations recognized in withdrawals of materials for repair, 
maintenance and operations — Inventory base calculation 
for materials also changed by OWU 


Minor revisions of Utilities Order 
U-l have been put into effect by the 
Ofice of War Utilities to clarify cer- 
tain provisions and to eliminate others 
which became ineffective March 31 
with the inauguration of CMP pro- 
cedures. No fundamental change in 
the overall structure has been made. 


Seasonal Variations Recognized 


Probably the most important change 
in the order is legalization of seasonal 
variations in withdrawals of materials 
for repair, maintenance and operations 
by the addition of a new paragraph F-4 
(VI) which allows withdrawal quotas 
to be calculated on a calendar year 
basis. Thus, heavy withdrawals may be 
made in one quarter to meet seasonal 
demands, provided the excess is made 
up in the remainder of the year. 

A more stable and probably some- 
what increased practical working mini- 
mum materials inventory to be used in 
the production departments will result 
by a change in paragraph F-2 (II). 
The inventory base for this category 
of material is altered from a quarterly 
calculation to an annual one, the new 
maximum PWM being the dollar value 
({ 1940 inventory plus an amount pro- 
portionate to the increased system out- 
put in 1942, 

Two minor changes are made in the 
requirements for treating “surplus” in- 
ventory in order to be eligible to ac- 
cept deliveries of “short items.” The 
previous language that surplus mate- 
rials must be “separately accounted 
for” is changed to “recorded” to re- 
move the implication that utilities 
should keep duplicate stock records. 
Also, under the revised language, sur- 
plus materials must be reported to 
OWU only when reports are called for. 


Other Revisions 


Revision in paragraphs “B,” “D” 
and “|’” inaugurate a simplified pro- 
cedure for assignment of ratings and 
CMP allotments to MRO orders. A 
hew certification, somewhat longer than 
that previously required, is provided 
for utilities to stamp upon their pur- 
chase orders. This new certification is 
used whether the material being pur- 
chased is a “controlled material” or 
hot, but OWU’s administrative letter 
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accompanying the revised Order U-1 
suggests that the AA-1 priority rating 
be left off the certification on orders 
for controlled materials. It should be 
noted, however, that when the AA-1 
rating is used, the CMP symbol of 
MRO-U also must be used. 

Addition of a new schedule E to 
the order lists a number of types of 
materials for which the order’s ratings 
may not be used; included are such 
items as fabricated containers, station- 
ery and printed matter, fuel, office ma- 
chinery, etc. The articles all are 
distributed under terms of other WPB 
orders. 


Postpone Co-op Hearing 


The Arkansas Department of Public 
Utilities postponed from April 14 to 
May 18 a hearing to determine if REA 
co-operatives are entitled to the low 


wholesale promotional rate offered for 
undeveloped territory by the Arkansas 
Power & Light Co., in municipalities 
where co-ops purchase the distribution 
system. 


Blast Causes Break 
at Toledo Plant 


The Acme power plant of the Toledo 
Edison Co., Toledo, Ohio, suffered dam- 
age which may reach $50,000 when an 
explosion and fire occurred April 15 
in a 13,200-volt main oil switch, caus- 
ing power throughout the city and 
some of the surrounding area to be cut 
off from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m. Nobody was 
injured, though one employee was 
overcome by smoke. 

The power break caused a shut-down, 
for the first time since its completion 15 
months ago, of the city’s water filtra- 
tion plant, but the old pumping plant 
was operated during the emergency. 
Though no evidence of sabotage was 
found, according to John F. O’Connor, 
vice-president of Toledo Edison in 
charge of operations, federal authori- 
ties investigated the break. Mr. O’Con- 
nor said the explosion came when 
workers were synchronizing a 50,000- 
kw. turbine after routine inspection. 
The switch blew up, he said, damaging 
the bus. 





OPEN NEW PICWAY UNIT—J. B. Poston, president Columbus & Southern Ohio Elec- 
tric Co., opens throttle on new 30,000-kw. turbine (G.E.) recently placed in service at 
the Picway generating plant of the company. Witnessing start are C. Z. Gillivan, chief 


engineer, and M. L. Evans, vice-president. 


The installation increases the plant ca- 


pacity to 90.000 kw. Tandem-compound double-flow dual-pressure turbo-generator unit, 

30,000 kw., 0.8 p.f., 3.600 r.p.m., designed for 850 psi., 900 deg. F. total temperature, 

1'2-in. abs.; capable also of carrying 30,000-kw. load on 400 psi., 750 deg. F. while 
heating its own feedwater and 320,000 lb. additional feed 
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Adequate Consumers Goods 
Seen in Revamping of OCS 


Nelson's appointment of Arthur D. Whiteside to head key civilian 
agency may be step to more concrete recognition on 
long-term needs of home front 


Revamping of the Office of Civilian 
Supply into a new agency which will 
more adequately represent the public 
in the struggle for materials, facilities 
and manpower is in full swing after 
weeks of speculation. For the time 
being, at least, the job will remain 
within WPB rather than go to an out- 
side agency especially created for the 
task. 


Whiteside Replaces Weiner 


First step in the reorganization came 
last week when WPB Chairman Don- 
ald M. Nelson appointed Arthur D. 
Whiteside, president of Dun & Brad- 
street, to direct the new agency. White- 
side, who has served the administration 
under NRA and OPM, succeeds Joseph 
L. Weiner, former director of SEC’s 
Public Utilities Division (ELectricaL 
Worwtp, December 19, 1942, page 4). 





mt. 





TRANSFORMER GOES IN SERVICE—This 39,000-kva., self-cooled, single-phase trans- 


In announcing the appointment, Nel- 
son, to whom Whiteside will report, 
gave no hint as to the new set-up which 
will be imposed upon the existing 
agency, merely announcing that details 
“will be announced later.” 

Whiteside, it seems probable, will 
get a new grant of authority. Judging 
from remarks by top WPB men, this 
will be reinforced by a new attitude 
within WPB toward the civilian agency, 
which, up to now, has been the first 
target for other claimant agencies as- 
sembled to divide up the materials pie. 
As WPB vice-chairman, Whiteside, it 
was reported, will rate more prestige 
than did Weiner, who inherited his job 
from a harassed Leon Henderson late 
in the latter’s rocky tenure as Price 
Administrator, 

One of Whiteside’s jobs, Nelson an- 
nounced, will be to see that civilian 
production is scheduled adequately, a 











ae 


former recently went on the lines of the Public Service Electric & Gas Co. of New Jersey. 

Four of these units (Westinghouse), each with four windings, have been installed by the 

utility. The two high-voltage windings connect to different buses and the two low-voltage 

windings connect to separate elements of thé cross-compound turbo-generator. The bank 
steps the voltage up from 13,800 to 138,000 
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situation which Nelsen admitted },, 
not obtained thus far. The producti, 
chief further indicated that the ne, 
agency will be accorded more concrey 
recognition in the matter of long-term 
planning than it has been heretofore. 


Help to Farmers Surveyed 


Nelson revealed, by way of an ¢. 
ample of the revised thinking on civil 
ian problems, that a WPB man and, 
representative of affiliated farm groups 
had just reported an extensive tour of 
the country in which they attempted to 
determine just what could be done by 
WPB, essentially through its civilian 
agency, to enable farmers to be more 
effective. The survey, he said, set the 
pattern for similar investigations of 
other essential civilian activities, on the 
basis of which, concrete programs yil] 
be established. Included in the list of 
18 “action points” on which WPB will 
move immediately to aid farm produc. 
tion were the categories “repair parts, 
electrical supplies and wire and nails,” 
Nelson said. 

Nelson expressed the hope that 
Weiner would remain with the new 
organization “as assistant to Whiteside.” 


Ask Court to Void 
San Antonio Deal 


Latest development in the Texas 
Legislature’s investigation into the con- 
plicated transactions leading up to the 
sale of the San Antonio Public Service 
Co. (ELectricat Wortp, April 3, page 
69; April 17, page 82) occured re 
cently with the filing of an amendment 
to the original petition of the city of 
San Antonio against the Lower Colo- 
rado River Authority and the Guadal- 
oupe-Blanco River Authority asking 
that the sale and lease of the city’s 
utility properties be declared void. The 
petition was filed in district court by 
T. D. Cobbs, city utility authority, and 
Judge John F. Onion set May 1 as date 
for a hearing. 

The petition sets forth that (1) the 
city had no authority to execute such 
an instrument; (2) that Texas statutes 
require a vote ef the majority of quali: 
fied voters to pass upon such a sale. 
The petition further claims that the 
city charter requires that such prop 
erties may not be leased or sold if they 
are needed for corporate purposes such 
as the production of electric power 
for the city; that the GBRA is a conser 
vation district and is not, therefore, 
empowered to operate a steam plant; 
that the lease and sale constitute 4 
“legal fraud” upon the citizens, tax 


ELECTRICAL WORLD e@ April 24, '943 


payers | 
San An 
lawsuits 
the pro 
sider tit 
tract; tl 
a gift 0 
San An 
quired | 
authorit 
judgmel 
sale or 
to restr 
from é! 
propert 

Prine 
lease ar 
generat 
yard st 
purchas 
the city 
in turn 
authorit 
from ta 
a tempe 


OPA 


Char; 
duction 
inflation 
istratior 
igan Py 
asked | 
$8.000,0 
dential, 
Detroit 

OPA 
of Det 
asked 
$6.000.0 
It was 
which (¢ 

To b 
time ta 
operatir 
compan 
$8.000.0 
taxes. 

Disall 
as Oper 
leave th 
eight pe 

OPA 
out rey 
estab lis] 
troit Kx 
cost ! 
produce 

OPA’ 
mediate 
Presider 
recting 
duce pr 
uNntair 
down th 


ELEC] 












has 
tion 
new 
Tete 
e™m 









payers and users of electric current in 
San Antonio; that dismissal of GBRA 
lawsuits designed to force the sale of 
the properties was not a valuable con- 
ideration for entering into the con- 
tract; that the sale and lease constituted 
a gift of $250,000 a year by the city of 
San Antonio to GBRA in that it re- 
quired the city to buy power from the 
authority. The petition appeals for a 
iudgment declaring the instrument of 
sale or lease void and asks the court 
to restrain the LCRA and the GBRA 
from entering into possession of the 
properties. 

Principal properties involved in the 
lease are the New Braunfels 60,000-kw. 
generating plant and the Comal switch- 
yard substation, which, following the 
purchase of the San Antonio utility by 
the city, were leased to GBRA, which, 
in turn, leased them to LCRA. The 
authorities so far have been prevented 
from taking possession of the plant by 
a temporary injunction. 


OPA Asks Detroit 
Edison Rate Cut 


Charging that rates based on repro- 
duction cost figures are “unsound and 
inflationary,” the Office of Price Admin- 
istration, in a brief filed with the Mich- 
igan Public Service Commission, has 
asked that a reduction of at least 
$8,000,000 annually be made in the resi- 
dential, farm and industrial rates of 
Detroit Edison Co. 

OPA entered the case at the request 
of Detroit City Council, which had 
asked reductions of approximately 
$6,000,000 in residential and farm rates. 
It was the second major rate test in 
which OPA intervened. 

To bolster its argument that war- 
time taxes should not be allowed as 
operating costs, OPA asserted that the 
company currently is paying more than 
$8,000,000 yearly in excess profits 
taxes, 

Disallowance of all but normal taxes 
as Operating costs, OPA added, would 
leave the company earning more than 
eight percent. 

OPA asked the commission to throw 
out reproduction cost estimates and 
establish a new rate schedule for De- 
troit Edison on the basis of original 
cost. Rates are inflationary if they 
produce excess profits, OPA argued. 

UPA’s brief was filed almost im- 
mediately after promulgation of the 
President’s “hold-the-line” order di- 
rectiig the Price Administrator to “re- 
duc: prices which are excessively high, 
unicir or inequitable,” so as to hold 
down the over-all cost of living. 








WIN SAFETY AWARD—First place in the 1942 inter-fleet accident reduction contest, 
sponsored by the greater New York Safety Council. was won by the distribution op- 


eration department of Consolidated Edison Co. of New York, Inc. 
fleets participated. Left to right: William F. Brown, safety engineer Consolidated Edison; 
Frank L. Jones, president Greater New York Safety Council; E. E. Hill, manager of Con- 
solidated’s distribution operation department, and Capt. Matthew M. Skea, command- 

ing officer, Safety Bureau, New York Police Department 





Ban Copper Use 
in Wiring Devices 


Manufacturers’ Sales Are Also 
Restricted in Order L-277 


Stringent new controls on use of 
copper and its alloys are contained in 
Order L-277, which prohibits their use 
in the manufacture of electrical wiring 
devices. 

The order further restricts manufac- 
turers’ sales of wiring devices to orders 
rated A-l-j or better. Distributors 
seeking to replace stock sold on un- 
rated orders will be required to apply 


on form PD-1X. 
Carbon Steel Recommended 


Carbon steel is the principal sub- 
stitute recommended for parts which 
may no longer be made of copper. An- 
nual savings of copper and its alloys 
is expected to approximate 1,500,000 
pounds, 

Wiring devices are defined as units 
of electrical circuits which do not con- 
sume energy but which are used for 
switching, tapping or connecting cir- 
cuits. The definition includes, but is 
not limited to, sockets and lampholders, 
switches, receptacles, caps, plugs, con- 
nectors, taps, rosettes and adapters. 

Exempt from the copper ban are 
current-interrupting devices, current- 




































































About 20,000 truck 


interrupting or carrying parts of 
“Mogul” holders or sockets rated 1,500 
watts or higher, current-interrupting or 
carrying devices for wiring units of 
20 amp. or more capacity, contact clips 
for receptacles, connectors or taps, 
rivets and riveting inserts under certain 
conditions and use in plating current- 


carrying devices. 

The order, likewise, does not apply 
to wiring device for aircraft, armament, 
electric communication, radio, radar, 
electronic, infra-red heating, exterior 
lighting, alarm and signal, X-ray and 
physical therapy equipment, — ships, 
tanks vehicles and weapons. 


Engineers to Sell 
Key West Electric 


The Engineers Public Service Co. 
has contracted to sell the Key West 
(Fla.) Electric Co. to the city of Key 
West, according to a recent announce- 
ment by D. C. Barnes, president of the 
holding company. The sale is part of 
Engineers program to comply with the 
provisions of the Holding Company Act, 
under an SEC order of July, 1941. 

A base price of $1,160,000 is involved, 
providing for the redemption of the 
company’s debt of $418,000 and the 
liquidation of 1,741 shares of Key West 
preferred stock outstanding. 
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Minnesota Outlaws 
“Discount” Selling 


Governor Stassen signs measure designed to do away with “I can get 


it for you wholesale” racket — Important post-war effect on 


electrical appliance selling seen 


A bill designed to outlaw the “I 
can get it for you wholesale” racket 
has been passed by the Minnesota 
Legislature and signed by Gov. Harold 
E. Stassen. The bill is designed to do 
away with certain fraudulent practices 
in connection with so-called “whole- 
sale sales,” including purchase or sale 
by industrial and commercial accounts 
for personal use of employees of goods 
which such concerns do not regularly 
produce or sell. 


Highlights of Measure 


The bill, which was sponsored by 
retail trade groups, including the 
Minnesota Electrical Council, will be 
especially important in the post-war 
recovery period, according to William 
A. Ritt, secretary-manager of that as- 
sociation, in channeling electrical ap- 
pliance sales through retail outlets. It 
defines as an “unfair trade practice” 
the sale of merchandise as at “whole- 
sale price” when it is not sold at such 
a price. Highlights of the measure 
include the following: 


1. Makes it unlawful for a_ whole- 
saler or other seller of merchandise to 
advertise or claim to sell at wholesale 
unless such sale is made to a trans- 
feree for resale. 


2. Prohibits a retailer from  mis- 
representing his business by referring 
to himself as a manufacturer, whole- 
saler or broker. 

3. Prohibits a retailer from adver- 
tising, using catalogs or displaying 
price tags that show prices fictitiously in 
excess of actual prices at which such 
merchandise is regularly sold at retail. 

4. Prohibits misrepresentation of 
the quality of the merchandise. 

5. Prohibits an employer from di- 
rectly or indirectly selling or having 
in his possession for sale to his em- 
ployees any merchandise not regularly 
handled. It also prohibits the use of 
the employer’s name or credit or his 
premises in connection with the sale 
of such merchandise. It does not ap- 
ply to equipment for the safety or 
health of employees or to such items 
as candy, gum, tobacco, or to meals 
consumed on the premises. 

6. Employers are permitted to sell 
to their employees any merchandise 
regularly produced, stocked or handled 
by such employer, at any price they 
desire to sell at. 

In a pamphlet outlining the under- 
lying purposes of the legislation, 
George W. Ekstrand, president of the 
Minnesota Council of Retail Trade As- 





SIGNS “WHOLESALE PRICE” BILL—Gov. Harold E. Stassen of Minnesota affixes his 


signature to the new Minnesota law prohibiting the “I can get it for you wholesale” 

racket. The Governor is flanked by state legislators and trade association representatives 

who were instrumental in having the bill introduced and passed. Fourth from the left is 
William A. Ritt. secretary-manager of the Minnesota Electrical Council, Inc. 
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sociations, points out that four state 
—Wisconsin, Michigan, [Illinois, ayy 
Pennsylvania—have outlawed indy: 
trial selling. 

“Consumer deception through diver. 
sion of trade now assumes such serioys 
proportions that the normal process 
of distribution are in danger—not op) 
for the duration, but permanently,” he 
said. “. . . Material losses aggregating 
hundreds of millions of dollars 4). 
nually are inflicted by means of y. 
fair and uneconomic practices involved 
in trade diversion. They affect ad. 
versely the consumer and _ legitimat 
business enterprises that constitute the 
substance of every community . . .” 

The pamphlet defines direct and jp. 
direct industrial selling, traces the rise 
of “discount houses” which bait the 
purchaser with nationally advertised 
products, but whose stock in trade js 
unbranded merchandise, and _ reveals 
how diversion increases distribution 
costs. 


Wisconsin Fights 
Federal Regulation 


A far-reaching and all-inclusive joint 
resolution has recently been passed in 
both houses of the Wisconsin Legisla- 
ture, directing the Wisconsin commis. 
sion on _ interstate co-operation “to 
study the effects of the enlargement of 
the activities of the federal goven- 
ment in various fields of taxation and 
regulation and to report to the Legis 
lature its findings and recommenda- 
tions as to the restoration to the state 
of Wisconsin of its rightful powers and 
duties as a sovereign state.” 

The resolution notes (1) that em- 
ployment in the federal service, ac- 
cording to October, 1942 figures, is at 
an all-time high of 2,687,003 persons; 
(2) that the total payroll for such 
federal employees for the period Octo- 
ber, 1941, to October 1942, reached 
$4,199,653,711; (3) that 19 boards, 
bureaus and commissions had _ been 
created by executive order during the 
last calendar year up to September 
1; (4) that the concentration of these 
bureaus in Washington creates a grave 
problem for the individual states; (5) 
the end of the war will bring thie ier 
mination of many of these temporary 
bureaus; (6) the federal government! 
has by taxation, regulation, proclama- 
tion and executive decree assumed 
responsibility over all types of /iuman 
activity; (7) that unprecedented fed: 
eral income taxes have left the states 
little opportunity to seek for revenue 
from those sources, and (8) tha! the 
individual states by aggressive and in 
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tegrated action can stop the central- 
ization of power in Washington and 
re-establish state sovereignty. 

Copies of the resolution are being 
sent to other state legislatures. 


Sses e 

only 

cn. 

i." “Death Sentence” 


an Test Deferred 


vel Me Lack of Supreme Court quorum 


ad. delays North American hearing 

ate 

the Indefinite postponement of a decision 
on the constitutionality of the “death 


sentence” provisions of the Holding 
Company Act was seen last week when 
he WE the U. S. Supreme Court refused to hear 
ed ME arguments on the issue because of a 
lack of a quorum. The case at bar in- 
ils volved a challenge of Section 11 (b) 
(1), requiring geographic integration, 
by the North American Co. which is 
appealing a Circuit Court decision up- 
holding the Securities and Exchange 
Commission order requiring the holding 
company to divest itself of all of its 
properties except the Union Electric Co. 
n of Missouri. 

Lack of a quorum to hear oral argu- 
tH ment on the case came about when Chief 
n Justice Stone disclosed that he had dis- 
4 qualified himself and that Justices 
4 Douglas and Jackson were considering 
a similar move. Justice Reed was said 
f to be also mentioned in this connection 
, and Justice Murphy is absent from the 
| court because of illness. A quorum of 
: six justices is required by law to hear 
argument, 


Disqualification Reasons 


Action of the Chief Justice in dis- 
qualifying himself came as a surprise to 
counsel for both the SEC and the North 
American Co. His decision arose, ap- 
parently, because 20 years ago he was 
counsel for Sullivan & Cromwell when 
the law firm handled legal matters for 
North American and are acting in a 
similar capacity in the present proceed- 
ings. Justice Douglas was chairman of 
the SEC from 1938 to 1940 and was 
active in issuing orders against many 
holding companies under provisions of 
the act. Justice Jackson, likewise, in 
his previous post as Attorney-General, 
and Justice Reed as Solicitor-General, 
took active parts in legal proceedings 
affecting holding companies. 

Both the SEC and North American 
had sought early action by the Supreme 
Court on the constitutionality question 
—the first Supreme Court test of the 
legality of the “death sentence” provi- 
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TO SHARE STORAGE IN PUBLIC INTEREST—Hartford Electric Light Co. recently took an 
unprecedented step in offering to share storage space for 200,000 bbl. of fuel oil with 
local distributing agencies in connection with tank facilities released by conversion of one 
of its generating stations from oil to coal burning. Including a tank on order, the com- 
pany has a capacity of 490,000 bbl. at this plant and made the offer in recognition of 
the importance of doing everything possible to relieve the local residential and commer- 
cial fuel oil situation next winter by encouraging filling up storage facilities this summer 


April 





Bond & Share Report 


Sees “Confiscation” 


Despite a “bright outlook for post- 
war power markets, regulatory action 
and heavy increases in federal taxes 
pose problems which must be solved as 
first steps toward a better future,” C. E. 
Groesbeck, chairman, and S. W. Mur- 
phy, president of the Electric Bond & 
Share Co., told 100,000 stockholders in 
the annual report of the company issued 
recently. 

“If the values of investors are to be 
properly preserved, conformance to the 
Holding Company Act must of necessity 
be a slow and difficult process,” the re- 
port said. “To force the rapid distribu- 
tion of assets, at any time, but particu- 
larly in these abnormal times of eco- 
nomic stress and strain is nothing short 
of confiscation. It is a case of making 
haste at the cost of sacrificing value and 
no good can come of it, either to con- 
sumers or investors. We know of no 
magic that will conform the system 
promptly and easily to the Holding 
Company Act.” The report outlines the 
progress of steps being taken by the 
system to conform to the act. 

With regard to taxes, the report says 
that while they are an inevitable by- 
product of war and should be borne 
cheerfully, a serious question for the 
utility industry is posed by the tax ex- 
emption of government-owned projects. 
To exempt government utility plants 
from federal taxation while placing a 
heavy burden on investor-owned proper- 
ties is neither just to investors nor wise 
from the standpoint of public policy, 


24, 1943 


the report says. In 1942, the report 
added, Electric Bond & Share Compan- 
ies in the United States paid more than 
$104,000,000 in taxes, while the industry 
as a whole paid about $628,000,000, of 
which $400,000,000 went to the federal 
government. 

The company is continuing to do its 
utmost, however, to improve the position 
of investors, the report says. Despite 
more than $86,000,000 of new construc- 
tion expenditures for the Bond & Share 
system, almost $22,000,000 of debt to 
the public was paid off during 1942 and 
cash and cash items increased in excess 
of $22,000,000. 

Net income for 1942 was $5,659,041, 
compared with $9,571,423 in 1941. 


Canada’s Water Power 
Is Largely Undeveloped 


Less than 18 percent of Canada’s 
known water-power resources are at 
present developed, according to a re- 
cent survey of the Department of Mines 
and Resources. 

The present recorded water-power 
resources of the Dominion amount to 
a total of 25,439,400 hp. under condi- 
tions of ordinary minimum flow and 
39,511,700 hp. ordinarily available for 
six months of the year, which corres- 
ponds to a potential turbine installation 
of more than 51,350,000 hp., the sur- 
vey said. The total turbine installation 
as of January 1, 1943, is 9,225,838 hp. 
More than 81 per cent of the total 
developed water power is in Quebec 
and Ontario. 
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See Excellent 
Hydro Prospects 


Bright prospects for hydro-electric 
generation in virtually all sections of 
the United States and Canada in 1943 
are reported by the Geological Survey 
in its annual spring summary of water 
storage in reservoirs and in snow on 
the ground as of March 31. 


Southeast Best 


Best conditions are reported in the 
southeast states of Virginia, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama and Ten- 
nessee. Reservoirs in these states are 
reported to be filled practically to ca- 
pacity and about 140 percent of storage 
a year ago. Total storage in the Ten- 
nessee reservoirs—Norris, Cherokee, 
Hiwassee, Nottely, Chatuge and Blue 
Ridge—for instance, is 4,160,700 acre- 
feet, compared to 2,569,900 acre-feet 
a year ago. Lake Burton, in Georgia, 
has a storage of 94,700 acre-feet, com- 
pared to 80,700 acre-feet a year ago, 
and Martin Lake in Alabama reports 
1,612,300 and 1,506,900 acre-feet re- 
spectively. 

In the Northwest states of Washing- 
ton and Montana storage in selected 
reservoirs is reported between 60 and 
70 percent of capacity, 80 percent of 
storage at the end of March, 1942. The 
principal Montana hydro reservoirs car- 
ried 369,300 acre-feet storage this year, 
compared to 461,600 acre-feet a year 
ago. Grand Coulee Dam, however, had 
storage of 9,342,600 acre-feet, com- 
pared to 6,034,900 last year, and other 
hydro reservoirs in Washington were 
similarly higher. 

California power storage is reported 
at 72 percent of capacity and 117 per- 
cent of a year ago, with anticipated 
runoff from heavy snows expected to fill 
the reservoirs before summer. In Mis- 
souri, Oklahoma and Texas the amount 
of water in storage for power is about 
75 percent of capacity and approxi- 
mately the same as last year. Runoff 
conditions in this area are not as favor- 
able as elsewhere, however, the survey 
reports, and above-normal rainfall will 
be required to maintain the 1942 stor- 
age record. Storage for power at 
selected reservoirs in Quebec, New 
England and New York is listed at 
about 45 percent of capacity, 90 per- 
cent of a year ago. 


South Carolina Senate 
Tables Utilities Purchase 
The South Carolina State Senate 


has killed a proposal to authorize the 
Santee-Cooper Authority to purchase 
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the Lexington Water Power Co. and 
the South Carolina Electric & Gas Co. 
Early adjournment of the Legislature 
was given as the reason for the kill- 
ing of the bill, which will be continued 
until next year. 

The authority had sought legislative 
approval for the expenditure of ap- 
proximately $40,000,000 to acquire 
the two privately managed properties. 





MEETINGS 


Previously Listed 


North Central Electrical Industries—Annual all- 
industry conference, Radison Hotel, Minneapo- 
lis, Minn., April 26-27. Wm. A. Ritt, secretary- 
manager, Foshay Tower, Minneapolis, Minn. 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers— 
Spring meeting, Hotel Black Hawk, Davenport, 
lowa, April 26-28; semi-annual meeting, Hotel 
Biltmore, Los Angeles, Calif., June 14-16. Ernest 
Hartford, executive assistant secretary, 27 West 
39th St., New York, N. Y. 


Edison Electric Institute—Spring conference ot 
utility accountants, AGA-EEI, Netherland Plaza 
Hotel, Cincinnati, Ohio, April 27-28; general 
commercial meetings, Edgewater Beach Hotel, 
Chicago, Ill., April 29-30; electrical equipment, 
meter and service, prime movers, and trans- 
mission and distribution committees, Edgewater 


Beach Hotel, Chicago, Ill., May 10-11; accident 
prevention committee, Edgewater Beach Hotel, 
Chicago, IIl., May 12-13; annual meeting, 


Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New York, N. Y., June 
2-4. Col. H. S. Bennion, managing director, 
420 Lexington Ave., New York, N, Y. 

Missouri Valley Electric Assoclation—Annual en- 
gineering conference to be held in conjunction 
with meeting of 7th District American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers, Continental Hotel, Kan- 
sas City, Mo., April 28-30. 1. D, Pettegrew, 
director, 1527 Sharp Bldg., Lincoln, Neb. 

American Institute of Electrical Engineers—South- 
western District, Kansas City, Mo., April 28-30; 
National Technical Meeting, Cleveland, Ohio, 
June 21-25. H. H. Henline, national secretary, 
33 W. 39th St., New York. 

Pennsylvania Electric Association—Systems oper- 
ation committee, Hotel Brunswick, Lancaster, 
Pa., May 6-7; E. W. Middleton, chairman, 
Pennsylvania Power & Light Co., Hazleton, Pa. 
Electrical equipment committee, Altoona, Pa., 
May 20-21: A. N. Shealy, chairman, Pennsyl- 
vania Water & Power Co., Baltimore, Md. 

Association of Iron and Steel Engineers—Spring 
conference, William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., May 10. Brent Wiley, managing director, 
Empire Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Arkansas Utilities Assoclation—Annua! conven- 
tion, Marion Hotel, Little Rock, Ark., May 
10-11. R. E. Ritchie, secretary, P. O. Box 551, 
Little Rock, Ark, 

National Fire Protection Association—Annual 
meeting, Palmer House, Chicago, III., May 
10-14. R. S. Moulton, technical secretary, 60 
Batterymarch St., Boston Mass. 

National Electrical Wholesalers Association— 
War conference, Hotel Statler, Buffalo, N. Y., 
May 24-26. Alfred Byers, secretary, 165 Broad- 
way, New York, N. Y. 

Illuminating Engineering Society—Great Lakes 
regional conference, Rackham Memorial Bldg., 
Detroit, Mich., June 5. G. R. Baumgartner, 
regional vice-president, General Electric Co., 
Nela Park, Cleveland, Ohio. 

National District Heating Association—Annual 
meeting, Hotel Schenley, Pittsburgh, Pa., June 
9-10. John F, Collins, Jr., secretary-treasurer, 
827 N. Euclid Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Canadian Electrical Association—Annual meeting, 
Seigniory Club, Quebec, June 17-18. B. c 
Fairchilds, secretary, 804 Tramways Bldg., 
Montreal, Que. 

Society for Promotion of Engineering Education 


—Annual meeting, Illinois Institute of Tech- 
Sete, See, Ill., and Northwestern Univer- 
sity, anston, Ill., June 18-20. F. L. ner: 
secretary, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, 


Pa. 

American Society for Testing Materials—Annual 
meeting, Pittsburgh, Pa., June 28-July |. R. E. 
Hess, assistant secretary, 260 S. Broad St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 








Colorado Power Bill 
Sent to Committee 


After one of the stormiest sessions 
in history, Colorado’s thirty-fourth Gep. 
eral Assembly consigned the Stat 
Power Authority measure (Execrrica, 
Wort.p, February 20, page 68) to a 
interim committee for study and recom. 
mendations to the 1945 Legislature 
The proposed Colorado Power Author. 
ity bill, to authorize the state to pur. 
chase any electric or gas utilities offered 
for sale within the state, was to 
strongly sponsored to die, but too weak 
to risk a test vote on second reading. 

The interim committee was author. 
ized to investigate every phase of the 
plan to establish the state as an opera. 
tor of electric utilities under a nine. 
man commission. All information pos. 
sible is to be obtained by the interim 
committee from the Securities and Ex. 
change Commission, and, if conditions 
warrant, the Governor will be requested 
to call an extraordinary session of the 
Legislature; this proviso suggests that 
the assembly still might act favorably 
on the Power Authority if the SEC 
should, under the holding company 
“death sentence,” take action to forcibly 
sever Public Service Co. of Colorado 
from the parent Cities Service Co. 

Determining factor in the Legisla- 
ture’s decision to table action—and at 
the same time, not kill the bill—was a 
message from the SEC asserting it “has 
no present intention” to seize Public 
Service Co., pointing out that Cities 
Service Co. will have one year to divest 
itself of the operating unit after final 
action by SEC, 


Fontana Purchase 
by S.C.E. Approved 


Purchase of the Fontana Power Co. 
by the Southern California Edison Co. 
was approved recently by the Califor 
nia Railroad Commission. 

The one Fontana plant has an oper 
ating capacity of 1,900 kw. or 2,400 
kva. The penstock is about 41% miles 
long and the head of the plant is 658 
feet. There are two 1,200-kva. genera- 
tors, each driven by two impulse water 
wheels. Energy is generated at 11,000 
volts and is fed directly into the Edison 
distribution system. About 10,000,000 
kw.-hr. is produced annually at the 
plant. 

In addition to the generating pant, 
the Edison Co. also purchased the dis- 
tribution transformers of the Fon‘ana 
Co., supplying customers with a total 
capacity of about 6,500 kva. 
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Fuse 
Coordination 
With LM FUSE LINKS 


How to Cuntine Outages 
to Smallest Areas 


| verything you need to know about fuse 
‘vordination is contained in the 24-page 
/-M Booklet No. 42101, definitely the 
vost complete manual of its kind. Write 

r your copy to Line Material Company, 
Su2 N. 8th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


* 


L-M Fuse Links are absolutely accurate and uniform 


Manufactured to close tolerances on special machines of L-M de- 
sign, assembled by skilled workers, each L-M link is individually 
tested for uniform resistance. 


L-M Fuse Links are mechanically strong 
Each L-M link is tested for 15 pounds minimum mechanical strength. 


L-M Fuse Links are unmistakably marked 


Each L-M link carries its rating in two places for quick, dependa- 
ble selection, also ready identification of a blown link size. 


L-M Fuse Links are well protected 
L-M Fuse Links are packed in strong, practical cartons, each link 
separately protected, to assure a perfect link when put in service. 


Backed by experience 
Today’s L-M Fuse Links are better because they 


are the result of over 20 years of fuse link re- iM 
search and development by Line Material Com- 


pany, one of the oldest names in the industry. 


LINE MATERIAL COMPANY 
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HONOR WESTINGHOUSE EMPLOYEES—F. D. Newbury. vice-president Emergency Products 

Division of Westinghouse, presents the company’s Order of Merit to Nicholas Shakotko, 

plant superintendent, and William J. Williams, general foreman, gear department, Merchant 
Marine Division. The award is given to employees for outstanding accomplishment 


INVISIBLE LIGHT PHOTO—This picture of the control board of Station L steam plant of 

the Portland General Electric Co. was made at night with invisible light. Infra-red film 

was exposed for seven hours at F. 32 with a Wratten No, 25 filter, during which time the 
operators carried on their normal activities in front of the board 





THE INDE 


IN PICTUS 


SAFETY TROPHY—Gov. Leverett Saltons;, 
Massachusetts Safety Council to Sylvaniq# 
Lamp Division, Salem, Mass., for 2.5 ye 
This represents 3,332,000 man-hours, and } 
in the contest. Robert E. Barrett, plan; 

plaque 


OF * MASSACHhs 
INDUSTRIAL *SArEry. 


SPONSORED, 
MASSACHUSETTS + gape 


G RAND>TR 


SYLVANIA ELECTRON 
AT SALEM, MASS 


C.P.L. TRANSFORMER—Installation of a 
former has been completed at the El Camj 
Light Co. The transformer is rated ato ™ 
ment will regulate the voltage and power 
Central Power & Light lines and Houston 





awards first prize of the 
Products, Inc., Incandescent 
Kthout a lost-time accident. 
re 307 Bay State companies 
, is shown accepting the 


A FORTUNE IN SILVER—Solid silver has been used throughout the busbars which carry power through 

the magnesium cells at Dow Magnesium Corp.’s new Michigan plant, recently put into production. 

The busbars form a virtual canopy over the cells. This is the fifth Dow-process plant built for the 
Defense Plant Corp. to meet wartime demands for the light metal 


55-ton phase-shifting trans- 
bsiation of Central Power & 
mof 7,500 kva. The equip- 
ton the connection between 
ng & Power and LCRA lines 


SEVEN HONOR FLAGS—Seven government honor flags now fly from the flagpole of General Electric's 

Erie works. With the award of the Maritime “M” and the Victory Fleet flags recently, the plant now 

holds every production honor within the power of the government to bestow. Six Stefanowicz sisters, 

all employed at the Erie plant, hold the flags, while the seventh pennant, the Treasury Department's 
“Minute Man,” hangs on the wall 














ON SWITCHGEAR APPLICATIONS 









]f 





Today, when every minute of production time gained brings Victory 
that much closer, the Westinghouse TWO-FOLD Switchgear Service 
puts application on a wartime basis. It insures getting the right switchgear 


in the minimum time with the /east expenditure of Critical Material. 


--THESE FOUR BOOKS 
ON” UNITIZED’“SWITCHGEAR 


will save 30% of the time 
usually required to order, 
build, and install switch- 





gear. Nowhere else can you 





' B-2273 
Light-Duty Oi! find so much factual, easy-to- 
B-2296 ‘ ° ° 
Low-Voltage Air use switchgear information. 


Heavy-Duty Oil 
B-3036 
Heavy-Duty Air 





To order ‘‘Unitized’’ Switchgear, just (1) select units 
by number, (2) draw a single-line circuit diagram and 


specify capacities. 


.. APPLICATION ENGINEERS 
ARE AT YOUR CALL... 


Always at hand to help, is 
a country-wide organization 
of Westinghouse Application 
Engineers and Switchgear 





Specialists. They will answer 
promptly all questions on the best way to handle a job. 
Use them to expedite selection and ordering. You can 
reach them at your nearest Westinghouse Office. 


“UNITIZED” switchgear makes expansion 
quick and easy. New power requirements 
can be handled in a fraction of the time pre- 
viously required. Ordering and manufacturing 
time are greatly reduced and installation time 
has been cut as much as 60%. Recently, a new 
unit was added to a “Unitized’’ Switchboard. 
Only 6 hours installation time was required in- 


stead of the 16 normally required with custom- 
| built switchgear. 


* * * 


Take advantage of this TWO-FOLD Service. Call 
your nearest Westinghouse Office. Westinghouse 
Electric & Mfg. Co., East Pittsburgh, Pa. J-60528 





* 


Westinghouse 


PLANTS IN 25 CITIES... OFFICES EVERYWHERE 


“UNITIZED” SWITCHGEAR 
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Pre-Seasonal Output 
Rise Registered 


, pre-seasonal rise in energy output, 
resulting from both the continued over- 
cast weather and to increased war in- 
dustry activity in important industrial 
areas of the nation, marked the week 
ended April 17. The amount of elec- 
trical energy distributed by the light 
and power industry for that week totaled 
3.916.794,000 kw.-hr., as compared to 
3.882,467,000 kw.-hr. the week previ- 
ously and 3,889,858,000 kw.-hr. for the 
week ended April 3. Figures for the 
latest week represent an 18.4 percent 
increase in output over the correspond- 
ing week in 1942, according to the Edi- 
son Electric Institute. 

Important war industry sections—the 
Pacific Coast and the Central Industrial 
areas—showed marked gains over the 
previous week, as did most of the sec- 
tions reporting. Only the New England 





Weekly Output. Millions Kw.-Hr. 





1943 1942 1941 
Apr. |7 3,917 Apr. 18 3,708 Apr. 19 2,897 
Apr. 10 3,662 Apr. I! 3,321 Apr. 12 2,905 
Apr. 3 3,890 Apr. 4 3,348 Apr. 5 2,959 
Mer. 27 3,928 Mar. 28 3,345 Mar. 29 2,975 
Mar, 20 3,947 Mar. 21 3,357 Mar. 22 2,983 
Mar, 13 3,94 Mar. 14 3,357 Mar. 15 2,983 
Mar. 6 3,947 Mar. 7 3,392 Mar. 8 3,005 
Feb. 27 3,693 Feb. 28 3,410 Mar. | 2,993 
Feb. 20 3,949 Feb. 21 3,423 Feb. 22 2,985 
Feb. 13 3,940 Feb. 14 3,422 Feb. 15 2,976 
Percent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 

Apr.17 Apr. 10 Apr. 3 
New England .......... + 8.9 + 9.4 -+-10.0 
Mid-Atlantic .......... +15.7 +15.3 +13.1 
Central Industrial ..... +17.0 +15.0 +13.1 
West Central ......... +13.8 +-12.4 +11.0 
Southern States ....... +20.3 +19.7 +22.5 
Rocky Mountain ....... +14.8 +-10.6 +12.3 
Paciic “GROG scccsasss +-30.4 +26.9 +24.4 
Total United States.. -+-18.4 +169 +-16.2 


Billions of Kw.-Hr. 


ey a a 


states lagged slightly behind the previ- 


ous week’s gain over the °42 figures. 
The Pacific Coast, with a 30.4 percent 
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gain over the 1942 week, led the coun- 
try again; the Southern states, with 20.3 
percent, was second. 





Would Limit Power 
Probe to House 


At the request of the House rules 
committee, Rep. John M. Coffee, Wash- 
ington Democrat, has revised his reso- 
lution calling for a Congressional 
investigation of WPB’s power program 
(E.nctricAL Wortp, April 3, 1943, 
pace 71). As a substitute for House 
Concurrent Resolution 16, which would 
estublish a joint Senate-House investi- 
gating committee, Coffee submitted a 
new proposal which would limit the 
committee to five representatives. 

li was learned, after a House rules 
committee hearing on the original pro- 
posal, that the House rules committee 
favored an investigating committee 
composed only of representatives rather 
tha: a joint body. This feeling was 
given as the reason for the introduction 
i the new resolution, which will have 
grester chance of passage inasmuch as 
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the Senate will not get a chance to vote 
upon it. 

After its hearing last week, which 
developed support for the proposal, the 
House rules committee called for 
further data on the granting of high 
priorities for equipment to be installed 
at the Aluminum Company of Canada’s 
Shipshaw power development while pro- 
jects scheduled for installation in pub- 
lic projects in the U. S. northwest 
were sidetracked. 


Remove Ban on Rubber 
Cable Cover Destruction 


Restrictions on the destruction of rub- 
ber covering for copper wires and cable 
have been removed by the Office of Rub- 
ber Director to facilitate copper recov- 
ery. Previously, copper recovery firms 
were required to reclaim or obtain per- 
mission to destroy the rubber. De- 


24, 1943 


struction is allowable under the amend- 
ment to Order M-15-b when obsoles- 
cence, use or deterioration has rendered 
the rubber useless. 


U-l-c Connections Get 
AA-3 Rating for Wiring 


Farmers whose premises are eligible 
for connection with a power distribu- 
tion line under order U-l-c have been 
assigned an automatic AA-3 rating for 
“farmstead” wiring. 

Farmstead wiring is defined as “on- 
the-site” wiring, fixtures and accessories 
purchased by the farmer to connect the 
terminal of the utility’s facilities with 
the points of use. It does not include 
wiring used exclusively for household 
lighting, and it may not include more 
than 75 pounds of non-ferrous metal. 

The order, titled P-144, was asked 
for by the Department of Agriculture. 
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Sylvania Electric Names 
W. E. Poor President 


(See front cover) 


Walter E. Poor, heretofore executive 
vice-president, was elected president of 
Sylvania Electric Products, Inc., at the 
recent organization meeting of the com- 
pany’s board of directors. The meet- 
ing followed a special stockholders’ 
meeting, at which Noel E. Keeler, for- 
merly controller, was made treasurer 
and six new directors were elected, 
increasing membership of the board 
from nine to fifteen. Mr. Poor succeeds 
B. G. Erskine, who was elected chair- 
man of the board. 

An enthusiastic worker in the field 
of illumination for many years, Mr. 
Poor’s first contact with the lighting 
industry was made in 1909 when he 
joined his two brothers, Frank A. and 
Edward J., in the manufacture of 
incandescent lamps. 

Then only one year out of M.I.T, and 
with an electrical engineering degree, 
Mr. Poor’s first contribution to the 
lighting industry was his development 
of a low-wattage sign lamp. Upon the 
combination of the Hygrade Lamp Co. 
and Sylvania Products Co., in 1931, 
Mr. Poor was appointed vice-president 
in charge of manufacturing and con- 
tinued in this position until his appoint- 
ment as executive vice-president of the 
Hygrade Sylvania Corp. in December, 
1940. He has served on the executive 
committee of the company and has been 
a member of the board of directors for 
many years. 


> J. D. Henry, manager of the Ruther- 
fordton district of the Duke Power Co., 
Charlotte, N. C., has been named to 
succeed the late C. E. Kizziah as man- 
ager of the Salisbury district. THEODORE 
H. WEaveER, electrical superintendent of 
the Salisbury district, has been pro- 
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moted to the managership of the Ruth- 
erfordton district. Mr. Henry joined 
Duke Power in 1926 at Winston-Salem. 
He became manager of the Taylorville 
office in 1927 and was manager at the 
Marion branch from 1928 to 1940. Since 
that time he has been manager of the 
Rutherfordton district. 


J. F. Sullivan, Jr., Promoted 
by Chicago Utility 


John F. Sullivan, Jr., has been ap- 
pointed superintendent of construction 
for Commonwealth Edison Co., succeed- 
ing Curtis A. Lambert, who in July of 
last year was named assistant to the 
vice-president in charge of service and 
construction. O. E. Anderson has been 
made assistant superintendent of con- 





struction, the position formerly held by 
Mr. Sullivan. 

A mechanical engineering graduate of 
the University of Wisconsin, Mr. Sulli- 
van joined Commonwealth Edison in 
1925 as an inspector in the construc- 
tion department. He subsequently be- 
came assistant head of the mechanical 





division, and when this group was com. 
bined with the structural division jn 
1936, was placed in charge of the con. 
solidated organization. He has been as. 
sistant superintendent of construction 
since March, 1942. 

Mr. Anderson also a University of 
Wisconsin graduate, received his elec. 
trical engineering degree in 1926 and 
entered the college graduate course of 
the Chicago Central Station Institute 
the same year. He subsequently became 
a junior engineer in the overhead divi- 
sion of the company, later being pro- 
moted to senior engineer and in 1936 
staff assistant to the superintendent of 
construction. 


> Dr. Rosert M. Burns, since 193] as- 
sistant chemical director of Bell Tele- 
phone Laboratories, New York, has 
been elected president of the Electro- 
chemical Society. Dr. Burns’ principal 
researches have been in the field of 
electrochemistry and corrosion. He has 
contributed to the development of cor- 
rosion preventive methods and _ the 
evaluation of protective coatings. 


> Dr. Murray F. Skinxer, chief of the 
selenium development laboratory of 
Federal Telephone & Radio Corp., New: 
ark, manufacturing affiliate of Interna- 
tional Telephone & Telegraph Corp. 
has been appointed manager of the en- 
tire rectifier department, following the 
granting of a leave of absence for 
Henry H. Scupper from his position as 
assistant vice-president of FTR and 
manager of the selenium rectifier de- 
partment. Dr. Skinker joined FTR in 
1942, after leaving Consolidated Fdison 
Co., where he held the position of as 
sociate director of research. He is 4 
fellow of the American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers. Mr. Scudder. who 
served in World War I, became 2-s0cl- 
ated with International Telephone & 
Telegraph Corp. in 1919 and has held 
many important positions, among them 
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production control manager of Le Ma- 
erie! Telephonique, Paris; managing 
director Standard Electrica Italiana, 
Milan, Italy; commercial director Les 
Laboratoires L.M.T., Paris, France; 
president Standard Electric Argentina, 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


PJoun D. Garrett, formerly export 
manager of Arrow-Hart & Hegeman 
Electric Co., Hartford, Conn., has been 
appointed chief of the electrical equip- 
ment section in the machinery and 
equipment division, office of exports, 
Bureau of Economic Warfare, Wash- 
ington, DG 


>GrorceE M. Stevens has been ap- 
pointed manager of the River Works 
and NicHotas DuCHEMIN manager of 
the West Lynn, Mass., works of the Gen- 
eral Electric Co., each having been act- 
ing manager since the death of the late 
Nelson J. Darling last fall. Biographical 
sketches of these executives were pub- 
lished in ExectricaL Wortp at that 
time. 

>. B. CREAN, controller and manager 
of the statistical and office service de- 
partments of the National Electrical 
Manufacturers Association for the past 
several years, has severed his connection 
with that organization. Mr. Crean joined 
the NEMA staff in 1935. After May 1 
he will join the Baldwin Locomotive 
Works as assistant to the controller and 
will be located in Philadelphia, Pa. 


> Joun R. Sarcent has been appointed 
acting manager of the market develop- 
ment department of the Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Co. Mr. Sar- 
gent, who was formerly the company’s 
eastern district market development 
representative, succeeds Donatp C. 
Hooper, now in military service. Mr. 
Sargent is a member of the Market 
Research Council and the American 
Marketing Association and the author 
of numerous articles on markets and 
marketing analysis. 


>A. E. Snyper has been appointed 
manager of the industrial electronics 
division of North American Philips Co., 
electrical manufacturers. The company 
is engaged in electronic research and 
development work for the government. 
Mr. Snyder has been active in the elec- 
trical industry for more than 30 years. 


> Ciuartes R. Donovan, manager of 
the Washington, D. C. office of Owens- 
Corning Fiberglas Corp., has been ap- 
pointed staff executive officer of the 
company. He will retain his duties as 
maniger of the Washington office and 
at tie same time will co-ordinate and 
expedite necessary direct contacts be- 
twecn the company’s management ex- 
ecul'ves and members of government 
agencies, 
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T. B. Parker to Join 
Staff of M.I.T. 


Theodore B. Parker, chief engineer 
of the TVA since 1938, has been ap- 
pointed head of the department of civil 
and sanitary engineering at the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Cambridge, effective July 1. In a dis- 
tinguished career since being gradu- 
ated from that college in 1911, Mr. 
Parker has been identified with large 





public utility organizations at various 
periods, including the Utah Power & 
Light and Electric Bond & Share com- 
panies, and the Stone & Webster Engi- 
neering Corporation as _ hydraulic 
engineer associated with country-wide 
investigation, studies and designs of 
major hydro-electric projects. He was 
appointed chief construction engineer 
of the TVA with headquarters at Knox- 
ville, Tenn., in 1935. Under his direc- 
tion the Norris and Wheeler dams were 
completed, and all subsequent develop- 
ments have been under his charge. Mr. 
Parker was also an officer in the U. S. 
Engineer Corps in World War I. 

James R. Killian, Jr., has been ap- 
pointed executive vice-president of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Cambridge. 

Robert M. Booth has been assigned 
to the Boston office of the Trumbull 
Electric Manufacturing Co. as sales 
engineer, succeeding William A. Ed- 
wards, recently made district manager 
of the company at Kansas City, Mo. 


OBITUARY 


> Micuaet C. O’NeILt, 54, former di- 
rector of the division of smoke preven- 
tion, Massachusetts Department of Pub- 
lic Utilities, died recently at Boston. 


> Trevor Farrar, vice-president and 
treasurer of the Ogden Corp., formerly 
the Utilities Power & Light Corp., died 


April 24, 1943 


on April 12 in New York, after an ill- 
ness of three weeks. Mr. Farrar had 
been with the Atlas Corp., investment 
company, for seven years until he joined 
the Ogden Corp. on its formation in 
1933. He was 40 years old. 


> Ben E. Carter, Arkansas Supreme 
Court Justice and former chairman of 
the Arkansas Utilities Commission, died 
at his home in Texarkana, Ark., on 
April 11. Judge Carter was 48 years old. 
He was named chairman of the Utilities 
Commission in 1941 and continued in 
that capacity until he resigned last year 
to run for the state Supreme Court. 


> Georce E. Demine, vice-president and 
secretary of the Philco Corp., died, of 
a heart attack, at his home near Bryn 
Athyn, Pa., on April 15. He was 55 
years of age. In 1917 Mr. Deming joined 
Phileo, then a small storage battery 
manufacturing company, as assistant 
superintendent of the factory. He imme- 
diately began to take a leading part in 
the management and direction of the 
company and contributed in an _ out- 
standing degree to its rapid growth and 
development. He became successively 
superintendent of the factory, executive 
vice-president, vice-president in charge 
of production, and in 1941 was named 
vice-president and secretary. 


> Freperick L. Love.ace, secretary of 
the Niagara Falls Power Co., Niagara 
Falls, N. Y., from 1918 until his retire- 
ment five years ago, died on April 11 at 
his home in that city. Born in Geneva, 
N. Y., in 1861, he was graduated from 
Cornell University in 1880 and after 
practicing law in Niagara Falls for sev- 
eral years he joined the old Niagara 
Falls Power Co. in 1897. Two years later 
he became assistant to the president and 
counsel to the company. It was in 1918 
that he became secretary of the present 
company. 


> Francis O. BLACKWELL, electrical en- 
gineer, and senior partner of the firm 
of Viele, Blackwell & Buck, consulting 
engineers, Néw York, died on April 11 
at his home in Englewood, N. J. He was 
77 years old. Born in New York, Mr. 
Blackwell was graduated from Prince- 
ton University in 1887. He was em- 
ployed by several electrical engineering 
firms and then in 1906 he established 
his own practice. In the course of his 
career he was engaged on various proj- 
ects for the Appalachian Power Co., 
Adirondack Power Co. and many other 
utility companies in this country and 
Canada. In the first World War Mr. 
Blackwell was consulting engineer to 
both the Army and Navy. He was con- 
sulting engineer to the government on 
the Muscle Shoals project and in the 
designing of the St. Lawrence Water- 
way. 


(1393) 17 


























































































Westinghouse First 
Quarter Sales Up 


Net sales billed by the Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Co. for the 
first quarter of 1943 amounted to $155,- 
649,355, compared with $112,159,411 in 
the first quarter last year. 

As of March 31, unfilled orders 
totaled $987,118,603, an increase of 70 
percent over the figure a year ago. 
Orders booked the first quarter this year 
were $226,690,198, compared with 
$282,387,969 for the comparable period 
last year. 

Reflecting the company’s increased 
production load, George H. Bucher, 
president, said more than 101,000 per- 
sons are now employed by Westing- 
house, an increase of 22 percent over a 
year ago. Payroll for the first quarter 
this year amounted to $71,445,097, rep- 





resenting an increase of 35 percent over 
the first three months of last year. 

Delivery of war equipment from the 
plants of the company during the first 
three months of this year increased 38 
percent over the first three months of 
1942. 


Shipments Advance 10% 


Belden Manufacturing Co. shipments 
of wire and cable products and other 
electrical supplies from Chicago and 
Richmond, Ind., plants for the first 
quarter of 1943 are about 10 percent 
larger than in the similar period of 
1942, Whipple Jacobs, president, ad- 
vised stockholders at the annual meet- 
ing in Chicago. Costs of operation are 
higher but indicated profits are satis- 
factory, he said. 





ANOTHER “E” FOR ELLIOTT—Following presentation of the Army-Navy “E” award to 

the Jeanette, Pa., plant of the Elliott Co. on February 5, the company announced that 

a similar “E” award has been made to the Ridgeway works. Above, H. M. Hubbard, 

president of Elliott Co., accepts the award from Commander R. G. Walling, U.S.N.. at 
presentation ceremonies on March 30 
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ANUFACTURING-MARKETS 





Announce Recipients 
of Army-Navy “E” 


Among the recent recipients of the 
Army-Navy “E” award are: 

General Electric, Erie (Pa.) Works, 
pennant with three stars; Bridgeport 
Works; Lynn River Works; Everett 
supercharger department; Thomas & 
Betts Co., Elizabeth, N. J.; Solar Manu. 
facturing Co., Bayonne, N. J.; Phileo 
Corp., storage battery division, white 
star to add to “E” flag; Electric Stor- 
age Battery Co., Philadelphia, awarded 
second star, symbolizing six more 
months of production vital to the armed 
forces; Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing 
Co., supercharger plant, Milwaukee; 
also West Allis Works and electric 
control plant, Milwaukee; Robbins & 
Myers, Inc., Springfield, Ohio; also 
Piqua, Ohio; Johns-Manville _ plant, 
Manville, N. J.; Wagner Electric Corp., 
St. Louis, Mo.; Leeds & Northrup Co., 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Carrier Corp., Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., Sanderson & Porter, Pine 
Bluff Arsenal; Federal Telephone & 
Radio Corp., laboratories division, 
Newark, N. J., and Hotpoint, Chicago. 


Carrier Granted “V” Loan 


Carrier Corp. has arranged a revolv- 
ing credit under a Regulation V loan 
agreement, permitting borrowings in 
the aggregate of $4,500,000 for the pur- 
pose of financing its extensive war |usi- 
ness. The credit was arranged witl: the 
co-operation of the Navy Department. 


G.E. Orders Up 41% 


Orders received by the General | lec- 
tric Co. during the first quarter of ! 943 
amounted to $422,047,000, comp red 
with $299,120,000 for the correspond- 
ing period of 1942, an increase of 41%, 
President Swope has announced. 
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Generator Orders 
Drop in January 


New orders received for motors and 
generators during the month of January 
declined from the total recorded for 
December, 1942, according to the index 
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1942 1943 
NEMA INDEX, value of orders received 


compiled by the National Electrical 
Manufacturers Association. The index 
dropped in January to 641 from 697 
(revised) in December, a decrease of 
8 percent. In January, 1942, the index 
stood at 396. 

The index covering new orders re- 
ceived for transmission and distribution 
equipment dropped sharply in January 
—from 188 (revised) in December to 
104. comparing with 206 in January, 
1942 


New N.E.M.A. Committee 


Organization of a public information 
committee within the household refrig- 
eration section of the National Electrical 
Manufacturers Association has been an- 
nounced by Charles R. D’Olive, chair- 
man of the section. 

Members of the committee are Law- 
rence W. O’Brien, General Electric Co.; 
Ricard E. Gauen, Nash-Kelvinator 
Corp.; James A. Baubie, Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Co., chair- 
mani. 





Field Reports on Business 


Heavy industries in a number of regions are reporting slight set-backs, but are 
operating at high levels in most sections. This is especially true of the electric 
and steel industries. Wiring and lighting materials feature electrical business. 
Pre-Easter retail sales gained momentum this week. 


NEW YORK 


The stock market remained comparatively 
inactive last week, following the trend of 
the week previous, but in sharp contrast to 
the bullish tendency which had been in 
evidence during the month previous, when 
trading averaged around the 2,000,000- 
share mark daily. Public utility stocks 
were among the firmer spots in the 
stock list. Wall Street insiders, how- 
ever, were inclined to discount the lull in 
activity, pointing out that in all healthy 
bull movements correctives generally can- 
celed out from 25 to 50 percent of the gains 
before the forward trend was resumed. 

Department store sales for the week 
ended April 10, following a period of 
losses, in comparison with 1942 figures for 
the same period, moved up 28 percent as 
compared to the corresponding week last 
year, according to the Federal Reserve 
Board. Boston’s gain was 30 percent, New 
York’s 19 percent and Philadelphia’s 29 
percent. 

Engineering construction in continental 
United States for the week ended April 15 
totaled $93,573,000. This volume, not in- 
cluding construction by military combat 
engineers, American contracts outside the 
country and shipbuilding, was 0.3 percent 
below the preceding week’s total and 37 
percent under the corresponding 1942 week, 
according to Engineering News-Record. 
Current week’s construction brought the 
1943 total to $1,087,844,000—53 percent 
below the total for the 16-week period in 
42. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Extensions to water supply and sewage 
systems which will require electrical pump- 
ing units and control equipment are un- 
der way in areas adjacent to war plants 
and Army bases. A nurhber of temporary 
buildings for the Navy will be erected on 
the eastern seaboard in New England at a 
cost of about $500,000 and should provide 
sales of wiring materials and lighting fix- 
tures. The contract for renovation and wir- 
ing changes in the Houghton-Dutton Build- 
ing, Boston, involving lighting installations 
will total about $240,000. The entire build- 
ing will be taken over by federal agencies. 
An increase amounting to $750,000 for ad- 
ditional machinery in a General Electric 
plant in Massachusetts has been author- 
ized by the DFC. 

Massachusetts manufacturers have sub- 
mitted bids on 1,800 capacitors, explosion- 
proof electrical portable ventilating blow- 
ers and 2,000-watt electric heaters. Copper 
wire and cable awards are now limited to 
smaller lots than before; dry cells and bat- 
teries are being booked here in good vol- 
umes, and about 600 electric coffee makers 
have been priced by a Connecticut manu- 
facturer. Small motor sales are slowing 
down. Factory installations of small motors 
and control apparatus show a marked de- 
cline for April as compared to March in 
the greater Boston area. Despite WPB 
quota restrictions on lamps, Sylvania Elec- 
tric Products, Inc., reports a demand for 
fixtures in excess of its pre-war volumes. 


New England retail trade has stepped up 
sharply in war plant areas with a dollar 
volume for last week the highest to date. 
Bids for new construction in which electric 
wiring for power and light should return 
sizable orders are now being prepared for 
a $1,500,000 housing project in the Bridge- 
port, Conn., area, recreation buildings at an 
Army base in Presque Isle, Me., and addi- 
= to the Veterans’ Hospital, Bedford, 
ass. 


CHICAGO 


Electrical manufacturing firms associated 
with the electronics field, in Chicago are 
expanding and are extremely active in war 
production. Heavy manufacturers in the 
electrical field, where not engaged in the 
production of lend lease or war goods not 
identified with the electrical industry, are 
generally inactive except for a moderate 
volume of orders for industrial and ship 
board electrical apparatus. Orders for util- 
ity equipment are practically non-exist- 
ent. 

There has been between $8,000,000 and 
$9,000,000 of industrial plant expansion an- 
nounced for the Chicago area during the 
current month. Much of this has been scat- 
tered among miscellaneous medium-sized 
shops and plants. With the larger indus- 
trial plants in and around Chicago pretty 
well tooled up for production, the small 
general machine shops in the area, of 
which there are about 800, are beginning 
to look for sub-contract work. 

In the two-week period since April 2 
145 Chicago area firms have received 207 
war contracts. Twenty-one of these concerns 
received their first war contracts during the 
period. 

In the two-week period beginning April 
2 and ended April 16 a total of 695 elec- 
trical permits were issued by the city of 
Chicago. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Recent naval appropriation of $611,000,- 
000 for sectional drydocks, of which a con- 
siderable share will go to the West Coast, 
implies a large proportion of electrical 
equipment. Recent Pacific Coast orders for 
drydocks already under construction in- 
clude 18 complete sets of apparatus for 
such sections, each covering control panels, 
circuit breakers, etc., the total order being 
$280,000. 

California’s lumber production did not 
drop in 1942 below 1941’s record year, 
despite labor and equipment shortages. 
Electric manufacturers report only a fair 
business from this source, for the same 
reasons. 

New war construction includes awards 
aggregating in excess of $5,000,000 for ex- 
pansion of Army air fields in Washington; 
new warehouses and barracks in Colorado, 
and $1,100,000 additional for a naval air 
station, 

New electrical lighting fixture regulations 
may hamper full realization of their possi- 
bilities for more normal installations than 
those of the typical war housing project. 
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Utility Securities Regain Lost Ground 


PRICE TRENDS OF 
ELECTRIC UTILITY 
SECURITIES 
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Electric light and power stocks and bonds during the past week recovered ground lost 
the preceding week. “Electrical World” stock index advanced to 24.1 from 23.5: last 
year, 17.1. Bonds gained 0.1 point, reaching the 105.2 mark; last year, 102.3 





Stockholders Ratify 
U.G.I. Liquidation 


At a special meeting of the common- 
stock holders of the United Gas Im- 
provement Co, overwhelming approval 
was given the company’s partial liqui- 
dation plan which was approved by 
the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion March 18 (ExectricaL Wor tp, 
January 2, page 6; March 27, page 6). 
The vote was 14,308,817 shares, of 
614% percent, of the 23,252,010 shares 
outstanding. Only 32,598 shares voted 
against the proposition. 

By the same vote, the common-stock 
holders approved resolutions to put the 
plan into effect, including a reduction 
in stated capital and an amendment to 
the charter that would eliminate the $5 
dividend preferred stock. Next step in 
the plan will be taken on May 19 when 
a special meeting of the common-stock 
holders of the Philadelphia Electric 
Co. will be held to act on a proposal 
to reclassify the common stock of that 
company as part of the U.G.I. liquida- 
tion plan. U.G.I. owns 97 percent of 
Philadelphia Electric’s common stock. 

President W. W. Bodine told stock- 
holders that the company’s schedule 
provided that the plan be declared ef- 
fective as of June 11, 1943. 


SEC Upheld in 
U. S. Supreme Court 


Additional impetus to the Securities 
and Exchange Commission’s program 
for the corporate simplification of 
utility holding companies was evidenced 
last week when the U. S. Supreme 
Court refused to review a lower court 
decision upholding an SEC order which 
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authorized retirement of debentures of 
the United Light & Power Co. without 
payment of premiums called for under 
the debenture agreement. 

The New York Trust Co., acting as 
trustee for holders of some $15,000,000 
of the utility’s outstanding debentures, 
brought suit to require a $9 per $100 
of debentures in premium payments for 
retirement of the debentures prior to 
maturity, as called for in the agree- 
ments. The lower court upheld the 


SEC ruling. 


SEC Sets May 18 
for Laclede Hearing 


The Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission has ordered a hearing for May 
18 on the amended plan of reorganiza- 
tion of the Laclede Gas Light Co., 
Laclede Power & Light Co. and 
Phoenix Light, Heat & Power Co., sub- 
sidiaries of Ogden Corp., and ordered 
the proceedings consolidated with the 
voluntary plan filed by the parent com- 
pany for compliance with Section 11 
(b) of the Holding Company Act. 





Utility Reports 


Net Income 

1943 1942 
*Birmingham Electric ....... $1,321,094 $919,752 
tEl Paso Electric (Texas).... 522,053 665,192 
*Florida Power & Light..... 1,754,947 2,358,348 
tGulf States Utilities........ 1,707,851 1,918,358 
“Kansas Gas & Electric.... 1,492,683 1,338,989 
{Key West Electric........... 61,962 81,056 
Montana Power and subs.. 3,484,304 3,509,110 
*Nebraska Power ........... 1,688,727 1,430,616 
*Puget Sound Power & Light 3,550,615 2,714,750 
{Savannah Elec. & Power... 183,827 204,122 
*Texas Electric Service....... 1,820,530 


I 
*Texas Power & Light...... 2,092,354 | a 
tVirginia Electric & Power.. 3,833,760 3,820,507 





*Twelve months ended February 28. 
tTwelve months ended January 31. 








Laclede’s plan, which has been ap. 
proved conditionally by the Missoyy; 
Public Service Commission, provide 
for the sale of the electric utility as. 
sets of Laclede Power & Light Co, 1 
Union Electric Co. of Missouri, for , 
base purchase price of $8,600,000, 

In connection with the transaction, 
the Missouri commission has denicd the 
request of Attorney-General Roy Me. 
Kittrick for a rehearing on the commis. 
sion’s action approving the sale of the 
Laclede properties to Union Electric. 
McKittrick contended that the approxi. 
mately 40,000 customers of Laclede will 
be eventually forced to pay the higher 
rates now charged by Union Electric. 





FINANCIAL BRIEFS 





AMERICAN SUPERPOWER Corp. has in- 
vited holders of its first preferred stock 
to tender their shares on the basis of 
one share in exchange for three shares 
of $3 cumulative preference stock of 
United Corp. and $10 in cash. American 
owns 90,000 shares of United Corp. 
preference stock. April 24 is deadline 
for exchange. 


A DEFINITE PLAN for the corporate 
and capital reorganization of Niagara 
Hudson Power Corp. will be ready 
within four or five weeks for submission 
to the SEC, Earle J. Machold, president, 
told the annual stockholders meeting 
recently. 


Pustic Service Co. or Inprana, INC., 
has filed a registration with the SEC 
for $38,000,000 of first mortgage bonds, 
series E, 314 percent, due 1973. Pro- 
ceeds will be applied to the reduction of 
a like amount of the company’s fist 
mortgage bonds, series A, 4 percent, 
due 1969, at 10614, which, it is esti- 
mated will require $40,375,000, exclu- 


sive of accrued interest and expenses. 


Genera Gas & Execrric Corp., sub- 
holding unit in the Associated Gas & 
Electric Corp. system, has received SEC 
permission to declare and pay from 
capital surplus a quarterly dividend to 
holders of its $5 prior preferred stock. 


Mempuis Licut, Gas & WATER Divi- 
SION will call up $2,020,000 in bonds on 
June 1, according to J. J. Brennan, vice- 
president of the Utilities Commission. 
Of the total, $1,560,000 will be in gas 
department bonds and $460,000 in elec- 
tric department bonds, not due to be 
retired until 1967. Total net savings 0 
interest will be $367,127, Mr. Brennan 


said. 


Hotpers or Puget Sound Power & 
Light Co. first and refunding mortg«ge 
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bonds, series A, C and D, are being no- 
tified that all of these bonds outstanding 
are being called for redemption. A re- 
funding issue of $52,000,000 offered re- 
cently provided the necessary funds for 
the redemption. 


SpreciAL MASTER FREDERICK E. CRANE 
has postponed until April 29 hearings 
on the fairness of a proposal for com- 
promising the so-called recapitalization 
litigation involving the rélative status of 
the securities of the Associated Gas & 
Electric Corp. and Associated Gas & 
Electric Co. 


United Light Plan 
Approved by SEC 


In approving an amended voluntary 
dissolution plan of the United Light & 
Power Co. recently, the Securities and 
Exchange Commission established the 
right of the common-stock holders of 
a holding company undergoing liquida- 
tion to share in the distribution of the 
company’s assets even if their securities 
have no equity. 

Under the amended plan United 

Light & Power Co. will contribute cash 
plus its minor investments to its sub- 
sidiary, United Light & Railways Co., 
and will distribute its remaining as- 
sets, consisting of all the outstanding 
common stock of United Light & Rail- 
ways, among its own preferred class 
A and class B common-stock holders, 
after which United Light & Power will 
dissolve. However, while the commis- 
sion held that the plan was necessary 
to comply with the dissolution order 
(issued March 2, 1941), it disapproved 
of the distribution of more than ap- 
proximately 5 percent of the assets to 
the common stock where such stock has 
only a possibility of participating in 
future earnings. United’s original 
plan (EvectricaL Wortp, July 18, 
1942. page 9) called for the distribu- 
tion of 8.8 percent of the assets to the 
common-stock holders—a _ percentage 
the commission found too high in view 
of the fact that consolidated earnings 
would not be available for disbursement 
to the preferred and common. stock- 
hold rs, 
Judge Robert E. Healy dissented 
from the majority opinion which found 
that “where Section 11 (b) (2) of the 
Holding Company Act requires cor- 
porate simplification by means of 
liquidation, the ‘fair and equitable’ 
standard requires the distribution of 
asseis to preferred and common stock 
holders on the basis of legitimate busi- 
hess investment values existing apart 
from the duty of liquidation.” 
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Sales Opportunities 


FLorina—Gulf Power Co., Pensacola, 
plans extension in transmission line, in- 
cluding overhead crossing above intra- 
coastal waterway. Application has been 
made for federal permission. Work is sched- 
uled to begin at early date. 


Inp1AnA—Curtiss-Wright Corp., Propeller 
Division, State Highway No. 6, Caldwell 
Township, Caldwell, N. J., plans expansion 
in plants in Indiana, Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey for production for government, 
including new buildings with machinery 
and electrical equipment. First noted proj- 
ect, Indiana, is estimated to cost about 
$4,400,000, while those in Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey will approximate $1,100,000 
and $1,325,000, respectively. Financing by 
Defense Plant Corp. Projects will be 
placed under way soon. 


WasHInNcton—War Department, Wash- 
ington, D. C., has authorized expansion in 
air force base, comprising additional hang- 
ars, shops, warehouses and other struc- 
tures, with installation of machinery and 
electrical equipment. Also will make addi- 
tions to electrical distribution system and 
power substation facilities. Entire project 
is estimated to cost close to $1,000,000, and 
will be supervised by District Engineer 
Office, Seattle. 


IpAHo—-Idaho Power Co., Boise, has 
made application for permission to pro- 
ceed with construction of new transmission 
line, with proposed power substation. New 
line will operate at 66,000 volts and will 
be about 110 miles long; it will be used 
largely for power supply for mining com- 
panies and industrial developments. 


Micuican—Ford Motor Co., Dearborn, 
has contracted with government for expan- 
sion in plants in Michigan, Missouri, Ten- 
nessee, Ohio and New York, including new 
buildings and installation of machinery 
and electrical equipment for production 
for war service. Entire project is estimated 
to cost approximately $34,000,000, with 
financing by Defense Plant Corp. Work is 
scheduled to be carried out at early date. 


OKLAHOMA—Navy Department, Washing- 
ton, D. C., has plans for new naval air 
station, comprising hangars, shops, ware- 
houses and other industrial structures, 
with machinery and electrical equipment. 
Also barracks and miscellaneous buildings. 
An electrical distribution system will be 
installed for light and power service, in- 
cluding airfield lighting, with power sub- 
station. Project is estimated to cost about 
$1,600,000. Bureau of Yards and Docks 
Navy Department, Washington, will be in 
charge. 


New YorK—Buffalo Brake Beam Co., 
Lackawanna, Buffalo, manufacturer of 
malleable iron castings and other mechan- 
ical products, plans new plant for produc- 
tion for government, including buildings 
with machinery and electrical equipment 
for large output. Entire project will cost 
about $875,000, with financing by Defense 
Plant Corp. Executive offices of company 
are at 140 Cedar Street, New York. 


Wasuincton—Navy Department, Wash- 
ington, D. C., has authorized new hangar 
at naval air station, including electrical sys- 
tem and equipment. Cost estimated at $602,- 
500, and appropriation in that amount ap- 
proved. Bureau of Yards and Docks, Wash- 
ington, D. C., is in charge. 


West Vircinta—Virginian Railway Co., 
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Norfolk, is considering a new rail-water 
trans-shipment terminal, including docks, 
wharves, shops, warehouses, railway yards, 
coal tipple and other structures. Machinery 
and mechanical-handling facilities will be 
installed, with complete electrical equip- 
ment. A power substation is proposed. En- 
tire project is estimated to cost approxi- 
mately $3,000,000. 


Iowa — Civil Aeronautics Authority, 
Washington, D. C., has completed plans 
and will award contract soon for new air- 
port, comprising hangars, shops and other 
operating structures, with electrical equip- 
ment installation for lighting service. Also 
control station, underground and overhead 
distribution lines, and other facilities. Cost 
estimated close to $1,000,000. Regional of- 
fice, City Hall, Kansas City, Mo., will 
supervise work. 


New Jersey—Bendix Aviation Corp., 
Bendix, manufacturer of aircraft instru- 
ments, etc., plans expansion in plant for 
production for government, including 
building with machinery and electrical 
equipment. Entire project will cost about 
$530,000, with financing by Defense Plant 
Corp. 


NortH Caroitina—Navy Department, 
Washington, D. C., plans new naval air 
station, with hangars, shops, warehouses 
and other industrial structures, and ma- 
chinery and electrical equipment installa- 
tion. Also barracks, administration build- 
ing and miscellaneous units. A power sub- 
station is planned, electrical distribution 
system for light and power service, and 
lighting facilities with control station for 
airfield. Entire project is estimated to cost 
$10,200,000, and $2,000,000 has been allo- 
cated for initial development. Work is 
scheduled to begin soon. George W. Carr, 
Durham, N. C., is architect and engineer 
for buildings. Program will be carried 
out under direction of Bureau of Yards and 
Docks, Navy Department, Washington. 


Missourt—Board of Public Service, St. 
Louis, is arranging tentative plans for 
extensions and improvements in municipal 
street-lighting system as a post-war project, 
proposing to begin work as earlv as feas- 
ible after the cessation of hostilities. En- 
tire program will cost approximately $2,- 
544.000, and will include additions, re- 
placements and improvements in system, 
estimated at $1,272,000; extensions in un- 
derground conduit system, $811,000; new 
lighting standards, $79,500; and changing 
from d.c. to a.c. in all municipal buildings 


in City Hall group, $381,500. 


PENNSYLVANIA—Jacobs Aircraft Engine 
Co.. Pottstown, manufacturer of airplane 
engines and parts, plans expansion in plant 
for production for government, including 
new building and installation of machinery 
and electrical equipment. Cost estimated at 
$350,000, with financing by Defense Plant 
Corp. 


Plans Brazil Expansion 


International General Electric Co. 
has acquired additional manufacturing 
space in Brazil so that further expansion 
can be quickly made in that country, 
Clark H. Minor, president, has an- 
nounced. 
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Fuse 


Designed for use on outdoor power sys- 
tems, new weather-protected, intermediate 
duty boric acid fuse which interrupts the 
circuit to the faulted equipment is said to 





DBA-I'' boric acid fuse; voltage ratings 
7.5 kv.—69 kv. Westinghouse Electric & Mfg. 
Co., East Pittsburgh, Pa. 


have “de-ion” boric acid arce-quenching ac- 
tion and sleet-proof ejector mechanism for 
all-weather operation. Blown fuse unit is 
dropped out of the circuit after the fault 
current is interrupted. Thus, there is no 
possibility of burning contacts or arcing 
between fuse tube and clips, or of any 
carbonized fuse parts breaking down to pro- 
duce leakage or a second fault, it is 
claimed. 


Smoke Meter 


Smoke meter is designed to furnish an 
objective indication of the density of smoke, 
independently of individual judgment and 
of light conditions. Developed originally 
for testing the smoke of diesel engines, it 
is not restricted to this application, it is 
claimed, but may also be used in conjune- 
tion with other internal combustion engines 
as well as with furnaces and wherever the 
light obstructing properties of suspended 
particles in a gas are to be registered. 





Mode! ''300'' photoelectric smoke meter; 
comprised of tube unit and control unit; for 
operation from 105-125-volt, 50-60-cycle power 
line or 6-volt storage battery. Photovolt 
Corp., 95 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 
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Safety Case 


Tampless'' fire extinguisher case; available 
for foam, soda-acid and vaporizing liquid 
extinguishers American LaFrance - Foamite 
Corp., Elmira, N. Y. 


Designed to reveal any attempt to tamper 
with fire extinguisher, new case is con- 


structed of non-critical cardboard stock. 
One pull on a sealed string breaks through 
a gummed paper sealing strip and permits 


the case to unfold, allowing the extinguisher 


to be lifted from its bracket. The case can 
be resealed and reused. Fire-fighting infor- 
mation is printed on the front of each case. 


Plug 


"Victory'"’ bakelite plug. Eagle Electric Mfg. 
Co., 23-10 Bridge Plaza South, Long Island 
Cite HY. 


New screwless bakelite plug is said to 
be rigidly constructed, unbreakable when 
stepped on and will fit multiple receptacles. 
It can be assembled without use of tools; 
conductor is fastened when contact prong 
snaps in place in plug. 


Terminal 


Developed for use 
on radio coaxial 
cables, new gas-tight 
terminal is said to 
be equally appli- 
cable in other 
places where an in- 
sulated terminal is 
required for equip- 
ment in a_ sealed 
container. The seal 
is obtained by 
fusion of glass to 
metal. 


Gas-tight terminal, 
shown, installed on the 
end of a -in. coaxial 
cable. Other sizes 
available. Victor J. 
Andrew Co., 363 €E. 
75th St., Chicago. i 








BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT?— 
McGraw-Hill's Electrical Buyers Reference 
is @ convenient place to look first for 
manufacturers’ product data, names and 
addresses. 








Speed Control Unit 


Developed to meet requirements for spee 
control and speed reduction, new driy 
consists of variable-speed transmission wit) 
built-in speed reducer. The tranamission jy 
various sizes produces ratios of speed var. 





transmission; available in 
horizontal or vertical design; capacities from 
| to 7/7 h.p. Reeves Pulley Co., Columbus 
Ind, 


""Reducer-Type" 


ation from 2:1 through 12:1 and the reduc. 
tion gears provide ratios up to and includ. 
ing 6.9:1, it is said. Speed changes are ef. 
fected by turning a handwheel, or if auto. 
matic regulation is desired, it is available 
by mechanical or hydraulic methods. The 
unit may be equipped for individual motor 
drive by use of a Reeves universally ad- 
justable motor base. 


Light Standard 


"SHL—Master-Light'’ dual head type lighting 
standard; height, telescoped, 5 ft.;’ extended 
7/2 ft.; weight, 50 lb. Carpenter Mfg. Co., 
179 Sidney St., Cambridge, Mass, 


New light has a telescoping standard 
bearing two 6-in. lampheads, one full flood 
and one semi-flood, for shadow-free illum- 
ination. The lampheads swivel in any di- 
rection, and each has a two-filament bulb 
so that if one filament fails the other is 
available. Special batteries are utilized. 
Lights are said to be suitable for hospital 
operating room, 


Test Pliers 


Transparent plastic handles and jaws of 
a new insulated fuse puller house a test 
circuit which can be used to detect blown 
fuses or presence of voltage (up to 250) 
in outlets or along circuits. A 10-watt car 
bon lamp in one handle gives indications 
that can be seen in any direction and avoids 
the faulty indications often given by # 
neon glow lamp. 





Test pocket plier; pulls fuses up to 100 a:ps. 
Prongs, hinged jaws and extension cord test 
for voltage. Star Fuse Co., 235 Canal Street, 
New York, N. Y. 
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“Tomorrow may be too late—do it today?!’ .. .CHECK UP! 
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i WarTIME restrictions make copper products’ effort. This manual provides a practical auto- | 
hard to get — this includes electrical wire and matic method for complete analysis of circuits 
cable. It will pay you to protect what you have. and equipment...uncovers potential weaknesses 

...methods for correcting them... with charts 

to enable quick periodic check-ups. 





Anaconda’s Preventive Maintenance Plan will 


, [g help you check to see that cables in your plant 


are not being abused. NOTE: Through this Preventive Maintenance Plan you 
If 2 may uncover the evidence necessary to obtain an “‘emer- 

you follow this free plan you not only help _ gency repair priority.” This is explained fully in the 

| 


yourself, but more important, you help the war _ plan book. see? 


’ Anaconda Wire & Cable Company 
25 Broadway, New York City 


Please send copy of the Anaconda Preventive Maintenance | | 
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Plan for safeguarding production. 
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ERE’S the arithmetic of the war. 
H time motor maintenance problem: 
motors that worked 1800 hours in 4 
peace year now work up to 8700 hours! 

A killing schedule—yet motors now 
must last /Jonger than ever before — 
and wishing won't make it so. 

One thing will: the new wartime 
standard of motor care set forth in 
Allis-Chalmers’ new motor mainte- 
nance guide. Already, 70,000 copies 
are in use in plants all over the U. §.! 


When a motor runs hot in your plant, do your men have explicit 
directions for locating the cause? If not, send in for your 
| free copy of “Guide to Wartime Care of Electric Motors”. Its 
| | QUICK DIAGNOSIS OF MOTOR AILMENTS is invaluable! 
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Wartime 


Friction makes heat — and so does electrical resistance. Pages 
8 and 9 of Allis-Chalmers’ new book tell how wartime pre- 
ventive maintenance should fight friction . . . pages 16 and 17 
outline strategy for preventing overload. Recommendations are 
simple, practical, geared to wartime — ideal for training. 


Hi 
MA. 


Insulation is “fried” by excessive heat — bearings burned out — 
| soldered connections melted. Play safe... put Allis-Chalmers’ 
| new motor maintenance guide to work protecting your motors! 


Care of 
Electric 
Motors 


Published » oe 
ALLIS-CHALMERS MIG. : 
Milwankes, Whe 





Contents of this valuable new pub- 
lication include the 9 main enemies o! 
electric motors and how to fight them 
. . . dust, stray oil, moisture, friction, 
misalignment, vibration, uneven wear, 
overload and underload. Send in today 
for your free copy to ALLIS-CHAL MERS, 
MILWAUKEE, WIS. \ 1591 
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— evidence that the vital instrument 
situation rests in good hands! 


A star now adorns the ARMY-NAVY “E” pennant awarded to WESTON 
just 6 months ago .. . the first such pennant awarded in this highly special- 
ized instrument field. 

It’s a star that has real meaning. Because, from the very beginning of our 
defense period, the responsibility for producing the vast quantities of in- 
struments vital to the success of our country’s efforts, has rested largely on 
the instrument leader. 

This star signifies that the responsibility rests in good hands. “The men 
and women of the WESTON Electrical Instrument Corporation,” writes 
the Chairman of the Navy Board for Production Awards, “have achieved 
a signal honor by continuing their splendid production in such volume as 
to justify this award . . . indicating their solid determination and ability 
to support our fighting forces with equipment necessary for victory.” 

But a great instrument task still remains . . . before victory is ours. So 
WESTON workers continue reaching for new goals . . . with the same 
determination, the same painstaking devotion to the quality ideal, respon- 
sible for WESTON’S continuing leadership in the instrument field. 
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